
Kingdom Query
Preparation:
· One blank piece of paper for each person in the classroom and a writing utensil.
· There are no major safety or ethical considerations since students will only be writing during the activity.

Curricular Connection:

Grade 6: Cluster 1 Diversity of Living Things

	6-1-01 
	Use appropriate vocabulary related to their investigations of the diversity of living things. 
Include: classification system, classification key, paleontologist, terms related to names of kingdoms and types of vertebrates and invertebrates 

	6-1-02 
	Describe various kinds of classification systems used in everyday life, and identify related advantages and disadvantages. 
Examples: organization of phone numbers in a phone book, books in a library, groceries in a supermarket 

	6-1-06 
	Identify the five kingdoms commonly used for the classification of living things, and provide examples of organisms from each to illustrate the diversity of living things. 
Include: monerans, protists, fungi, plants, animals 


This lesson is to introduce students to the classification of living things.  Students will be introduced to the 5 kingdoms and will be given a few examples of species for each.  Students will begin to develop their vocabulary throughout discussions.  As a class we will also discuss various classification systems used in everyday life for students to see the practicality of this system.    
Commentary

· Students should each be given one piece of paper and a writing utensil as they will each be working individually.  

· The word kingdoms will be put up on the screen.  

· Students will be given two to three minutes to write or illustrate what comes to mind when they think of kingdoms.  Ensure that everyone class has an idea put on paper before continuing.

· Give students to opportunity to share with the rest of the class what they illustrated on their page.  

· Once the class has had enough time to share their ideas proceed to the next side which contains the 5 kingdoms of the classification of living things (monerans, protists, fungi, plants and animals).  The following slides will go through each of the kingdoms with pictures and examples of species that belong in that kingdom.  
· Following the explanation on the classification of living things have students give examples of other things that are classified (ex. Books in a library.)

· From here as a class we could go into detail of the characteristics that separate living things into the 5 kingdoms.  

Concluding Questions

1. List the 5 kingdoms used for the classification of living things.
2. Identify an example of a species that belong to each kingdom.

3. Give an example of something in everyday life that uses a classification system.

4. Construct a diagram that organizes the five kingdoms, with spaces around each for examples of living things that belong in that kingdom.

5. Predict which kingdom you will be most familiar with.
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